Discussion Questions for Violins of Hope

10.

Do you or members of your family sing or play an instrument?
In what ways do people find making music to be meaningful?

The violin has formed an important aspect of Jewish culture for
centuries. Why do you think this specific instrument has
maintained such an appeal within the Jewish community?

Several figures discussed in Violins of Hope included their
violins among the few personal belongings they brought with
them when fleeing their homes. Why do you think the
instruments were so important to them?

What items might you choose to take with you if you were
suddenly forced to leave your home? What would safeguarding
those particular objects say about you and what you value the
most?

The first violin from the Holocaust that Amnon Weinstein
worked on was once played in Auschwitz, but Amnon was not
ready to confront that instrument’s history. Why did he later change his mind and start to
actively seek out instruments with connections to the Holocaust?

Did you discover anything new about the Holocaust in Nazi Germany by reading the first three
chapters of Violins of Hope? What did you learn about the Holocaust in Scandinavia and Eastern
Europe in the next three chapters?

Shimon Krongold's Violin and the photo of him holding it are the only mementos his family has
of him. What types of objects has your family retained from departed relatives? What does the
decision to keep those particular items say about your family?

Amnon describes the Violins of Hope as tombstones for relatives he never knew. What does he
mean by that?

Amnon could have simply restored the outer surfaces of the Violins of Hope for exhibitions, but
instead chose to completely refurbish the instruments so they can be played in the world’s finest
concert halls. Why do you think it is so important to him that the instruments be part of
performances?

After reading all of the stories in Violins of Hope, do you have a new understanding of the
essential roles that music played in fostering hope and survival during the Holocaust??

Dr. Grymes would love to visit your book club virtually. Please contact him at
www.jamesagrymes.com with a little bit of information about your book club, along with potential

dates and times for his visit.
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